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IN ATTENDANCE: 
Twelve people were in attendance including representatives from Morse Elementary, Martell 
Elementary, Hamilton Elementary School, Barnard Elementary, Troy Center, Boulan Middle 
School, Smith Middle School, Larson Middle School, Athens High School, and Troy High. In 
addition, Shawna Veit, Supervisor of Special Services for Troy Public Schools was also in 
attendance. 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Cindy Desmon at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Board  
Board composed of elected Volunteers was chosen by the ten people present and existing 
board members.  
Volunteers include: 
Co-Presidents- Sandy Charters (Troy High School), Cindy Desmon (Boulan Middle School) 
Vice President- Kara Kneale (Hamilton Elementary School) 
Secretary- Heather Wood (Barnard Elementary School) 
Treasurer- Leslie Accardo (Larson Middle School) 
 
Meeting Agenda 
The meeting agenda was to have 45 minutes of time where Shawna Veit spoke of Common 
Core and responded to parents questions regarding concerns that they may have with how the 
district operates for children with special needs. Followed by 45 minutes of Parent to Parent 
conversation so that everyone could draw of others experience.  
During the initial 45 minutes purpose of the PAC was discussed.  
 
President’s Report – 
Cindy Desmon Discussed how we still do not have representation at all the Troy Schools and 
we would like to find more people.  
Cindy has submitted the Grant paperwork to the Troy Foundation for Excellence that Sandy 
Charters applied. 
Disability Awareness in March still needs volunteers to run the timer and talk to the classes. 
We are still in need of liaisons from each school.  
 
PAC now has a new website - We are still in the process of populating it so if you have links you 
would like to share to good resource pages please contact Cindy. 
http://troypac.weebly.com/index.html 
 
TSD report given by Shawna Veit -  

 Oakland County PAC meeting news– Questions were asked about how PA 18 was being 
affected. There is a committee out there that is trying to determine how the funds are going to 
be distributed. Our four quadrants that Oakland County are going to be changed to three 
regional areas: South, Suburban/Central, and Rural/North. Troy falls into the Suburban/Central 
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region. There are many questions still at the districts are trying to understand including: How 
would the local programs be affected? Will it affect the way students are placed or admitted into 
programs? The regions were created to help reduce transportation costs and to try and 
standardize the process of servicing students across the county. There are still many questions 
across the county on how low incidence programs such as the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
students will be serviced.  

 Common Core Alignment: Michigan has been using GLCEs (K-8) and HSCs (9-12) for the 
past ten years. The e-GLCES were later added for students to have a shared level of 
expectations for students with more significant disabilities, but to still show progress over time.  

 Common Core is a push towards national standards. The goal of Common Core is to 
establish standards that are more in depth and focused at each grade level. Some Michigan 
standards are above the common core, in particular our STEM: science, technology, 
engineering, and math.  

 An extended version of the Common Core has not been promised at this time. Therefore, we 
will be keeping to the GLCES and Huskies for special services since we do not want to derail 
students who are succeeding on these standards. IEP goals should still be aligned with GLCES, 
Huskies, or E-GLCES. Common Core has been adopted by the state to be fully implemented in 
the fall of 2012. More information is available at http://www.corestandards.org/  
 
Several websites were suggested to help kids who are struggling with math lectures 
http://www.khanacademy.org/ 
http://www.mathscore.com/ 
 
Post-High News: National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) only counts approved core 
classes when determining grade point average and there are limited accommodations made for 
students with disabilities. Parents need to be pro-active in registering with the National 
Clearinghouse to have their student’s transcript evaluated. Courses outside of the four core 
areas will not be used to compute overall grade point average. A full list of Troy’s approved 
courses is available through the Clearinghouse. 
http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp 
 
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) does not allow for accommodations 
either, so students with an interest in the military need to be aware of the guidelines and 
restrictions.  
http://official-asvab.com/ 
 
Political news: Parents should be aware that there are many education bills being considered at 
the state level. There are currently 80 bills that will be voted on before the end of December. It 
will be up to the parents to have a voice since the legislators are not listening to the teachers or 
the administrators.  
 
Questions were asked regarding full day kindergarten. This mandate has not yet been 
determined.  
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Parent Input: 
 
According to some parents at the meeting, the Handwriting Without Tears program is now being 
used at the elementary level. On the news they had discussed no longer teaching cursive. A 
concern was raised that if we stop teaching cursive then children will not be able to read it 
either.  
 
In discussing handwriting, it was indicated that parents should be aware of children who start 
their letters at the bottom as this may be an indicator of potential neurological process disorders. 
It was also noted that someone that note taking is easier in cursive. 
 
In discussing smart boards and tools for kids, it was asked if teachers are using their smart 
boards to record lectures so that it makes it easier for kids to listen to lectures an additional time 
if they did not fully understand the lecture. Some teachers are doing it.  
 
www.loudlit.org 
 
http://www.donjohnston.com/ 
 
Our high school literature books are all online link/textbook code is needed. TSD still uses a 
player for most of its books.  
 
Are we getting rid of everyday math as a result of the changes to Common Core? Not certain as 
of yet. 
 
Is there a list of reading tutors that is available for parents?  
 
State Congressional News - Parents should be aware that there are many education bills being 
considered at the state level. There are currently 80 bills that will be voted on before the end of 
December. It will be up to the parents to have a voice since the legislators are not listening to 
the teachers or the administrators.  
 
Questions were asked regarding full day kindergarten. This mandate has not yet been 
determined.  
 
Heather Wood is working on our guest speaker for Sensory Integration. She provided the 
information to Shawna to determine what areas of sensory integration are best for the 
presentation. 
 
Comments, Questions, and Answers – 
 
It was suggested to open up the disabilities awareness during a meeting.  
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Open Issues – 
 
Contact Apple Store about Application training  
 
Start contacting potential guest speakers 
 
Find people to cover Disabilities Awareness in March. 
 
Determine best option for spreading the word out to schools about PAC. 

 

 

 


